Introduction
The southeastern part of Turkey is known as one of the best preserved and undamaged natural habitats of Turkey, thanks to the traditional farming methods applied there. The biological diversity is high in the region probably due to the climatic heterogeneity: it is influenced by Eremial, Mediterranian and Siberian climates. Only a few studies of its neuropteran fauna exist (Gerstaecker 1894 , Gepp 1974 , Þengonca 1979 , Þengonca 1980a , Þengonca 1981a , but those indicate a high species diversity. For example, thirteen species of Neuropteridae alone have been reported to exist in the study area of the present paper. The aim of our study was, therefore, to provide information on the presence and distribution of different Neuroptera in the southeastern Turkey.
Material and methods
Neuroptera from seven localities (Fig. 1) were obtained from May to September in 2000, 2001 and 2002 . The localities (all within 37°42 43°3 3 E, 36°40 38°42 N) included Adýyaman (site nr. 1), Batman (2), Diyarbakýr (3), Mardin (4), Siirt (5), Þanlýurfa (6) and Þýrnak (7). The region as a whole is characterized by Iran-Turan steppe biome (Saya & Ertekin 1997) . Three sites (nrs. 1, 5, 7) represented natural habitat of vegetation typical for southeastern Turkey, viz. forests predominated by Quercus infectoria, Q. brantii, Q. libani and Q. cedrorum. Four other sites (nrs. 2, 3, 4 and 6) were on agricultural land such as meadows located between fields.
We collected larvae and adults twice a month using net, beating branches of bushes and trees over an umbrella, hand-collecting larvae, and light-trapped specimens at night.
Results
Twenty-eight species from 19 genera were identified, representing the families Chrysopidae (4 genera, 6 species), Myrmeleontidae (10 genera, 15 species), Nemopteridae (3 genera, 4 species), Ascalaphidae (1 genus, 2 species), and Mantispidae (1 genus, 1 species). Some of these species have also been shown to be present in other parts of Turkey, e.g., see Aspöck et al. (1976 Aspöck et al. ( , 1978 Aspöck et al. ( , 1980 Aspöck et al. ( , 1984 Aspöck et al. ( , 2001 , Canbulat (1998 Canbulat ( , 2000 , Demirsoy (1990) , Hölzel et al. (1967 Hölzel et al. ( , 1968 Hölzel et al. ( , 1972 , Satar (2002) , and Þengonca (1979, 1980a, b, 1981a, b, c) . The species and their localities are as follows.
Chrysopidae Schneider, 1851
Italochrysa italica (Rossi, 1970) Material. Note. Þengonca (1980a) Note. Þengonca (1980a) previously reported this species from Mardin province in 1976. Siberian-Mediterranian faunal element.
Myrmeleontidae Latreille, 1803
Palpares libelluloides (Linnaeus, 1767) Material. Note. Þengonca (1979) previously reported this species from Siirt province in 1976. AfroIrano-Eremial faunal element.
Lertha sheppardi (Kirby, 1904) Material. Stange 1980 , Stelzl & Devetak 1999 , keeping the vegetation structure of the surroundings of neuropteran habitat in good condition is an excellent way of controlling insect crop pests (Stelzl & Devetak 1999) . A part of the Eremial region, southeastern Turkey hosts particularly high biological diversity due to its disparate climate. Mediterranean conditions are found in the southern and southeastern Turkey, while Siberian climate characterizes northern and northeastern regions (Demirsoy 1996) . We hope that this study of the neuropteran fauna of southeastern Turkey, together with existing and future faunal works on other groups of plants and animals living in this region, will help to elucidate broader zoogeographic features of this area.
